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BBL. INC.
65723 TcweaT RoaC, Box 66
Syracuse. NY 13214
315-446-91 20
315-445-9161

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT

To: Al Howard. MDEQ
George Carpenter, MDEQ

Date: May 29, 1997

From: Mark P. Brown, Ph.D.

Subject: 645.24 #2

COMMENTS:

Thought you would be interested in the attached letters.
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Confidentiality Notice

This facstmile transmission, including this Cover Sheet and any accompanying documents {individually and collectively, “the
Transmission™), contains information from Blasland, Bouck & Lee, [nc. The Transmission is intended solely for the use ot the
individual or entity to which it 1s addressed and may contain information that is privileged, contidential, and-or otherwise exempt

from disclosure under applicable law.

If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the Transmission to the
intended recipient, you are hereby notitied that any reading, copying. dissemination, distribution, taking of any action in reliance on
the contents of the Transmission or other use of this Transrmussion or its substance is strictly prohibited. If vou have recetved this
Transmission in error, you are directed to call us collect to arrange for the return of the Transmission at our expense.
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Honorable Fred Upton

157 South Kalamazoo Mall
Mall Plaza Suite 180
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Congressman Upton:

This is in response to your letter dated April 30, 1997. [ share your concern about the
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination at the Bryant Mill Pond. As summarized in the
attached letter 10 Mr. Robert G. Beck of the Kalamazoo River Area of Concern Public Advisory
Council, the Bryant Mill Pond is part of the Allied Paper/Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River
Superfund Site (Site). An investigation of this Site is being conducted by a group of Paper
Companies under an agreement with the State of Michigan. The State of Michigan is also
involved in discussions of remedial actions at the Site with the Paper Companies.

During the week of May 5, an On-Scene Coordinator from our Agency gathered available data,
visited the Bryant Mill Pond, and collected sediment samples to confirm that present PCB
concentrations are consistent with historical data. The Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality cooperated in the data gathering effort. A report, called a2 Removal Assessment Report,
on this initial assessment is expected to be completed and available to the public by the end of
June 1997. This report will contain the results of the sampling, an evaluation of threats posed by
the contamination, an evaluation of potential response actions, a recommended response action,
and 2 time-line for future actions. Future actions recommended in the Removal Assessment
Report may include implementing immediate containment measures, completing a more detailed
evaluation of alternatives (called an Engincering Evaluation/Cost Assessment or EE/CA) for an
intertm action, or taking no interim action.

Following completion of the evaluation of alternatives in the Removal Assessment or, if
necessary, the EE/CA, our Agency will decide which slternative (if any) should be implemented,
and will enter negotiations with HM Holdings, Inc., the successor corporation to Allied Paper, for
design and implementation of the selected alternative. Tf negotiations are unsuccessful, then we
may implement a federally funded action. For expedited response actions, we normally allow no
more than a couple of months for negotiations. We will work with the State of Michigan in
evaluating what action should be taken and in implementing any actions.
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If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

%alis Y. Adamkus

] Regional Administrator
i

(811901888
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cc R. Harding, Director MDEQ
S. Cornelius, MDEQ
M. Powers, Kalamazoo County
R. Beck, Kalamazoo River Area of Concern Public Advisory Council
Senator Carl Levin
Senator Spencer Abraham
Senator Dale Shugars
Representative Donald Gilmer
. Representative Ed La Forge
. Representative Charles Perricone
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REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:
S-6J

Robert G. Beck, Chairman

Kalamazoo River Area of Concern Public Advisory Council
8135 Cox’s Dniver, Suite 106

Portage, MI 49002-5879

Dear Mr. Beck:

I am responding to your letter dated March 25, 1997 on behalf of Valdas V. Adamkus, Regional
Administrator for the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). In your letter,
the Kalamazoo River Area of Concemn Public Advisory Council petitions the U.S. EPA and the
State of Michigan to implement “emergency cleanup measures to stop continuous release and
migration of PCBS from the Bryant Millpond to the Portage Creek and the Kalamazoo River”,
U.S. EPA shares your concern about the continuing release of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
from the Bryant Millpond. In addition, U.S. EPA is concerned about the human health and
environmental risks presented by the PCB contamination at Bryant Millpond, as well as the PCB
contamination in other impoundment areas along the Kalamazoo River.

The Bryant Millpond is presently being addressed as part of the Allied Paper/Portage Creek/
Kalamazoo River Superfund site. The Superfund program was established by the Congress of the
United States to address the worst hazardous waste sites in the nation. U.S. EPA has delegated
the lead for implementation of actions for this site to the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality (MDEQ), under an agreement between the two Agencies. Under this agreement, U S.
EPA is providing funding to MDEQ to conduct a risk assessment at the site. U.S. EPA also
provides technical support to MDEQ), conducts limited oversight, and prowdcs approval for any

. final remedial actions.

- Congress has appropriated federal funds for taking actions at Superfund sites, but federal funds
are limited. Furthermore, U.S. EPA prefers to have the polluter pay for or implement the
remedial actions. Therefore, MDEQ is working to implement actions at the site through a group
of paper companies. MDEQ has succeeded in securing an agreement with a group of paper
companics, whose discharges caused the contamination, to conduct an mvestigation of the extent
and nature of contamination at the site, and to evaluatc alternetive remedial actions. One of these
paper companies 138 HM Holdings, Inc., the successor to the Allied Paper Company, which was
the source of PCB contamination at Bryant Millpond.
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The investigation has determined that PCBs are the contaminant of primary concern and that this
contamination was generated from the recycling of carbonless copy paper between 1957 and the
1970s. Allied Paper disposed of some paper residuals in landfills next to Portage Creek, but some
of the residuals have flowed into Portage Creek and caused the contamination at the Bryant
Millpond and also contributed to the contamination of sediments in downstream areas of Portage
Creek and the Kalamazoo River [t should be emphasized that PCBs are no longer being
discharged by Allied Paper, and that the Allied Paper landfills along Portage Creek are no longer
in active operation. The sediments in Bryant Millpond have the highest PCB concentrations of all
the impounded areas along the Kalamazoo River system and presents a substantial risk to wildlife
in the area. Any erosion of the contaminated sediments will cause migration of PCB
contamination downstream. However, the sediments are stabilized to some degree by vegetative
growth, and the surficial sediments have a lower conceatration than the deeper sediments.

MDEQ is presently in negotiations with the paper companies, including HM Holdings, Inc. to
accelerate actions to improve containment of PCB wastes that are presently in landfills along
Portage Creek and the Kalamazoo River. Such action will likely include excavation of nearby
sediments associated with the landfills and containment of these contaminated sediments on the
landfills. This possibility is being considered for the Bryant Millpond sediments. Please be
assured that U.S. EPA is committed to supporting MDEQ in its effort to address the site
‘expeditiously. MDEQ projects that the investigation will be complete and a remedial action will
be selected for the Allied Paper landfills and the Bryant Mill Pond area during 1998. Following
selection of the remedial action, MDEQ plans to negotiate with HM Holdings, Inc., and the other
‘paper companies for design and implemeatation of the selected remedial action.

‘Both MDEQ and U.S. EPA have contemplated taking a short-term action to address the Bryant
'Millpond. In response to your petition, U.S. EPA will more formally evaluate the potential
cffectiveness and estimated costs of taking a short-term action to remove or better stabilize
contamination at Bryant Millpond. This review will be conducted over the next three months, and
we will report the results to your organization.

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact Rich Boice, the assigned Remedial Project
Manager for this site, at (312) 886-4740.

Sincerely yours,

LN e
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- William E. Muno, Director
- Superfund Division
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FAX TRANSMISSION

BBL, INC.
8723 Towpam™ RCAD. Box 66
SrRacuse. NY 13214
PHONE: 315-446-91 20

A

Fax: 315-445-9161
— PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
JOINT DEFENSE MATERIAL
! To: Al Howard, MDEQ Fax #: 517-373-2637
‘ George Carpenter, MDEQ 517-335-4887
Date: May 29, 1997 Pages: 6, including this
|

cover sheet.

" From: Mark P. Brown, Ph.D.

Subject: ~645.21’4 #2..
COMMENTS:

Thought you would be interested in the attached letters.

Confldentiality Notice
This tacsimile taasmission, including Lhis Cover Sheet and any accompanying documents (individually and collectively, “the
Trunsrmssion'), connins informaton om Blusiand. Bouck & Lee, Inc. The Trunsmission i1s intended salely for the usc of the
indivadus! or entity t which 1t13 addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidentis!, and/or otherwise cxemps
from disclosurc under applicablc law.

If the reader of Qus message 1s nut the mtended recipient of the ermployce or agent responsible [or delivenng the Transmission to the
inlended recipicnt, you arc Nereby notifted thul any reading, copying. dissemunation, disonbunon, wking of any action in reliance on
the cantents of the Transmission or other use of this Transmisnion ar its sub ¢ is smictly prolibiied. If you have received this
Transmssion in errot, you are directed to call us colloct to armange for the return of the Transtmiskion at our cxpense.

KB1 7907892

CAOFCHwPwinhrpOOCSYaRVOK_ch.B3x (GamS comouler)



SRR AR AA AR AR =D oM L TTURREL = 40w < s ko sororor sk aos. TR7S MAY=Z0- 1397 wwkx e TIME 12122 wkx P21

MODE = “EMCRY TRANGMISSIIM STERT=MAY-22 2906 END=MRV-Z2 13022
FILE N0.= 172
~O. CCM REER-NTWK  STATION SAMES PEGES  PRG.C.  PROGRAM NAME

TZLEFPHCNE NO.

1351733T4EE7—— 20696

»

2al CK

K N KR R I AR KA SR KRR SO AOK K KOO0k =SY RACLUSE - KKK = 31T A4S TIS1—  HRKKHOKNOK

FAX TRANSMISSION

BBL, IxC.

6723 TcwrPaT Roar. Box §6
SyRacusE, NY 13214
PHoNE.  3)5-446-9120
FaX: 315-445-916

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL - ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
JOINT DEFENSE MATERIAL

To:~ Al Howard, MDEQ Fax #: 517-373-2637
‘ George Carpenter, MDEQ 517-335-4887
|
- Date: May 29, 1997 Pages: 6, including this |
cover sheet.

¢ From: Mark P. Brown, Ph.D.
i Subject: 645.24 %2

COMMENTS:

Thought you would be interested in the attached letters.

Confidentiality Notice
This Qacsimile transmission, mcluding this Cover Sheet and eny accompanymg ducutneals (individually und collectively, “the
Transmission™), contains intormation from Blasland, Bouck & Lee, Inc. The Transmission is intended solely for the use of the
individual of enrity to which 1115 addressed and imay contain information that is privileged, corfidenual, and/or otherwise cxempt
from disclusure under applicable law,

Il ihe reader of this ge isnot the i ded recipient or the crployee or ugent responsible for delivering the Transmission to the
intendcd recipient, you sre hereby notified thet any reading, copying. di ination, distribution, taking of any action in relance on
the eontents of the Tranamissson or other use of this Transmission or its substance is smctly prominted. If you have rocowved this
Trmsrmissian m ervor. you are directed to call us collect to armange for she retirn of the Transtmssion M our cxpense
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